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Cinema in the Botanics  /  Thursday 18th & Friday 19th August  

Mark Beaumont Talk  /  Saturday 17th September  /  Hillhead Library  
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Mini Mela  /  Sunday 4th September  /  Vinicombe Street  

Byres Road Book Festival  /  Fri - Monday 23rd - 26th September  /  Library, Waterstones, Oxfam.  

Graeme Macrae Burnet - shortlisted for 

the Man Booker Prize 2016 
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Dear all. 

It has been a summer full of events, and the BID staff - Deborah Murray & Elisabeth Norberg - have been very 
busy indeed organising them. As I have said here before, the BID board consider staging events to be a key part of 
our strategy: they create footfall and generate business for our members; and they raise awareness of the BID area 

by giving us a hook for our marketing, and generating publicity.  

On Thursday 18th & Friday 19th August 2016 we put on two evenings of outdoor cinema in the exquisite 
surroundings of the Botanic Gardens, with nearly 600 attending over the two nights. On Sunday 4th September we 
held a Mini Mela on a stage in Vinicombe Street, with a wonderfully diverse range of music and dance 

performers, including a large number of tango dancers filling the street.  

Saturday and Sunday, 17th & 18th September, saw two additional events squeezed into the programme to mark 
European Mobility Week, as we seized the oppor tunity of a £10,000 grant from the EU to put on events 
promoting active travel. On Saturday, the adventurer / cyclist Mark Beaumont gave a fascinating talk to an 
enthusiastic audience at Hillhead Library. On Sunday, we closed the bottom half of Byres Road to give space for 

numerous active, and environmentally friendly, travel related activities, with daredevil stunts from The Clan.  

The Byres Road Book Festival had been long in the planning, with Deborah working with Waterstones, 
Oxfam, and Glasgow Life to put together a packed programme of author talks and other book related events over 
4 days. 1000 people attended the book festival, and follow up research suggests that 90% of those attending 

visited local shops & services, with 33% of them spending more than £20.  

The events focus is now on the Christmas event scheduled for Sunday 27th November, but there are a numerous 
other projects that we are working on too, details of some of which are below. For up-to-date news, and full 
details of the projects we are currently working on, please visit the members’ area of visitwestend.com and sign up 

for our members newsletter.  

                         Best wishes 

 The parking restrictions for Byres Road and Dowanhill were due to be introduced at the end of September, so 

presumably implementation is now imminent. Charges will apply Monday to Saturday 8am to 6pm. Loading bays will 

be for the same duration. Pay and display/RingGo is 20p for the first 30 minutes then 20p for every 10 minutes 

thereafter, with a maximum stay of 3 hours. Resident parking permits will be £50 per annum or £15 quarterly. Resident 

visitor parking permits at £2 per set 6 hour time period.  

 The city assessor's office has now been given all the mandates for the non-domestic rates appeal. Both mandates given 

to us and sent directly to the assessor's office will be included: a total of 44 businesses. A hearing has been fixed for 6th 

December, which will be attended by the BID manager and any businesses involved that wish to do so. We’ll contact 

them directly in due course. 

 Our final event for this year will be a Christmas celebration on 27th November on Vinicombe Street. This will be a free, 

family-friendly community event; it’s an opportunity to provide Glasgow with a little bit of Christmas spirit now that 

the George Square festivities are being scaled back. We will be setting up a stage for an afternoon of Christmas carols 

and songs, inviting local schools and community groups. The festivities will culminate with the switching on of the 

lights on the Christmas tree. Christmas-themed produce and goods will be available through stalls, so we’d like to invite 

all businesses to get in touch with us if you’d like to take part. BID businesses will be given priority, and outside traders 

will only be approached if there isn’t sufficient interest among the local shops. Please get in touch with Elisabeth in the 

BID office if you’d like a stall, or participate in any other way. We expect to be able to announce this event to the public 

at the end of October. 

 We’re producing a booklet with discounts in the small and independent shops on and around Byres Road. The booklet 

will be handed out on 27th November as part of the Christmas festivities, and will be valid over the next week, 

encompassing Small Business Saturday. Please let us know if you’d like to take part. 

How to contact us:  

61 Byres Road, Glasgow, G11 5RG - 0141 237 1134 - Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm.  

Email: info@visitwestend.com 

visitwestend.com/members  

David J. Howat, Chair. 

david.howat@pattisonandcompany.com 


