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On behalf of the Byres Road BID steering group I am delighted to be 
able to share with you our aspirations for the BID plan.  This document 
will hopefully help you understand how the BID will be funded and 
executed. 
 
As a community of traders we have over 200 businesses on Byres 
Road and the Lanes.  By pulling together our resources we can work 
on increasing footfall, customer linger time and the overall customer 
experience. The BID is an opportunity to expand on the work of Byres 
Road Traders Association allowing us to pull together with a unified 
voice and helping us to influence, change and lobby for and against 
future proposals that affect us as a community.   
 
The BID company would also be a significant funding vehicle, giving 
us the potential to attract large scale grants from a variety of sources 
to upscale the investment and greatly improve our area.   

 
As we collaborate, we can work to make Byres Road the great    
destination it was not too long ago. 

 

 

Economist magazine describes Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) as:       

 ´wv{lu{phss¡'{ol'ilz{'ovwl'mvy'nl{{pun'why{z'vm'\R'jhzo-z{yhwwlk'jp{plz'~vyrpun'hnhpuµ 

A BID is an initiative where businesses invest collectively in additional local projects and services to enhance their trading             
performance and environment. An operational BID leads to reduced costs and a better area for everyone. 

 

The projects and services are funded through an investment of additional money paid by all eligible persons (i.e. the person liable to 
pay the non-domestic rates) in the defined BID area. Other contributions and sources of funding are leveraged in post ballot when 
there is a levy fund in place. These include voluntary contributions, the Local Authority, the Scottish Government and Europe. 

 

´Hz'vm'Thyjo'978:3'l}pklujl'zov~z'{oh{'mvy'l}ly¡'Á8'vm'sl}¡'jvsslj{lk3'Á75@9'pz'sl}lylk'pu'myvt'
v{oly'm|ukz'huk'pujvtl'zv|yjlz'zov|sk'{ol'IPK'wyvnylzz5µ Umz,Pm£u {z,\{~¡q~,4Pu~qo¡{~,{r,NUP¸ ,_o{¡xmzp5 

 

BID projects and services are NEW; they do not replace services that are already provided by Glasgow City Council and other 
public bodies such as Police Scotland. Each eligible person liable to pay the BID levy will be able to vote on whether or not the BID 
goes ahead. 

According to legislation, a BID can only proceed if: 

Ý a minimum of 25% of eligible persons by number (the headcount) and rateable value in the BID area vote in the ballot. 

Ý over 50% of those that vote, vote in favour of the BID. 

Ý those that vote in favour represent over 50% of the total rateable value of the votes cast. 

Mvy'tvyl'pumv'vu'IPK³z3'}pzp{A'www.bids-scotland.com  
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As a resident and a trader in the West End, I would ask you to read 
this document and engage with us to make the BID happen.    

Together we can all make a difference.  I would urge you to VOTE 
YES for a Better Byres Road. 

 
 

Paul Reynolds , Chair , Cup Glasgow 



Ý To create a strong local partnership that gets things done and make our voice heard. 

Ý To improve the economic opportunities and the trading environment for the businesses in the road and lanes. 

Ý To increase customer footfall, customer linger time, customer spend and customer retention. 

Ý [v'thrl'{ol'IPK'´jvz{'ul|{yhsµ'i¡'zh}pun'i|zpulzzlz'tvul¡'{ov|no'jvsslj{p}l'~vyrpun5 

Ý To improve businesses relationships with each other, the local authority and the community 

Ý To market Byres Road to a local, regional, national and international audience via consistent Marketing campaigns, a 
range of events, festivals and markets and branding the area as THE destination. 

Ý To give businesses a strong, unified voice to engage with GCC on area improvements and lobby for changes. 

Ý To support local voluntary groups who working in partnership with the BID. 

Ý To act as a vehicle for attracting larger scale external funding. 

Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) are a successful and proven concept having operated in North America for nearly forty years 
with the earliest in Bloor West Village, Canada. Under increasing pressure from new out of town shopping centres, many businesses 
were forced to cease trading and the town started to look tired and neglected. 

To stop the local shopper haemorrhage, businesses fought back to revitalise the town successfully lobbying for legislation for all the 
businesses in the proposed BID area to pay a levy. The levy money was used to improve the physical appearance of the town, and 
promote the town centre as a vibrant, attractive and safe place to work shop and live. The strategy paid off and shoppers started 
to return to the town centre in large numbers. 

Pu'Zjv{shuk3'{olyl'hyl'9?'vwlyh{pvuhs'IPK³z'~p{o'h'm|y{oly'98'pu'kl}lsvwtlu{'/pujs|kpun'v|yz'pu'I¡ylz'Yvhk505'Hu'hkkp{pvuhs'teasure of 
IPK'z|jjlzz'pz'pu'{ol'ylul~hs'wyvjlzz5'Tvz{'IPK³z'y|u'mvy'h'wlypvk'vm'mp}l'¡lhyz'huk'approximately 99% of businesses vote in favour of 
continuing the BID when they come up for renewal. All seven Scottish renewal ballots have been successful. IPK³z'z|wwvy{''''''''''''''
regeneration, grow local economies and create a cleaner and safer trading environment.  A key element to their success is that the 
local businesses take ownership of their trading environment, being involved in the future development and direction of their area, 
identifying the projects necessary to resolve common problems and issues and oversee their implementation.  
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V o t e  YES t o  i m p r o v e  y o u r  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

.   
`v|'~vu³{'mpuk'hu¡~olyl'sprl'I¡ylz'Yvhk'huk'p{z'shulz('We have a highly reputable and successful area serving people in and 
around Glasgow as well as tourists and visitors from further afield. We host a variety of unique businesses; from quality independent 
retailers, national chains, professional services, pubs, bars and restaurants to key neighbouring assets such as Kelvingrove Park and 
{ol'Iv{hupj'Nhykluz5'^l'hyl'{ol'nh{l~h¡'{v'{ol'^lz{'Luk³z'}pzp{vy'h{{yhj{pvuz'pujs|kpun'{ol'Rls}punyv}l'Nhssly¡'huk'{ol'O|u{hrian. 

 

Ov~l}ly3'pu'yljlu{'¡lhyz3'~l³}l'z|mmlylk'myvt'nsvihs'mpuhujphs'wylzz|ylz3'opno'yh{lz'huk'ylu{z3'h'kljspupun'wo¡zpjhs'lu}pyvutent, the 
growth of online retailing, out of town shopping centres and competition from neighbouring areas such as the Finnieston. 

 

With increasing threats as well as BIDs in other areas e.g. Merchant City, Sauchihall Street, Clarkston etc. its crucial that Byres Road               
¹¢| ,u¡ ,smyqº {v'jvtwl{l3'wyvzwly'huk'ylthpu'Nshznv~³z'ql~ls'pu'{ol'jyv~u5' 

 
A BID is the perfect vehicle to do this.. For a small collective investment (see page 14), we will have our ideas     
listened to, our concerns addressed and our voice heard. A BID will improve the area, drive footfall, reduce costs 
and make significant positive change for the overall business environment. 


